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Introduction

Hyperconverged infrastructure —the melding together of servers and
storage into a single appliance with streamlined management —is a
technology growing in popularity even as people struggle to figure out
exactly what it can do, whatit can’t do, and just how it impacts the IT
organization.

In order to understand these items, ActualTech Media partnered with Hewlett Packard
Enterprise and surveyed almost 550 information technology professionals. Respondents
hailed from more than 40 different industries and represented companies of all sizes. People
from across the spectrum —from CEOs to VPs of Infrastructure to IT Generalists — responded to
oursurvey. Insome cases, the respondent’s role yielded interesting information, as you will
learn later in this report.

Our goal was multifaceted. We soughtto learn about people’s existing datacenter challenges,
how they feel about emerging technologies, such as hyperconverged infrastructure and
software defined storage, and then to discover perceptions around hyperconvergence.

Key Findings

T 29% of survey respondents disagree with the statement “The IT environment in our
company enables users to service their own needs without having to regularly engage
directly with IT”

T 45% of respondents say that they have difficulty maintaining staff breadth and depth
of skills. Costand simplicity are key drivers for hyperconverged infrastructure. We
believe that these two data points are related.

9 Thereremain organizations that have notvirtualized any of their systems. It's only 2%
of respondents, but these organizations are effectively locked out of hyperconverged
infrastructure adoption until they are willing or able to adopt virtualization in some
form.

9 Hypervisor choice correlates directly to company size. Smaller companies equally
prefer vSphere and Hyper-V (32% each) while larger ones favor vSphere (67%) over
Hyper-V (18%).

1 Multi-hypervisor supportis not a key driver for hyperconverged infrastructure. This s
partially due to the fact that 64% of respondents run a single hypervisor. As long as
the solution supports their chosen hypervisor, there is no need to support others.

1 Software defined storage and hyperconverged infrastructure are equally compelling
to respondents, with each technology garneringjust over 50% of respondent votes
when they were asked which trends they would consider for adoption. Only 26% of
respondents expect to consider adoption of containers as a future direction.

1 33%of respondents have deployed hyperconverged infrastructure in some form while
46% are considering it. Only 21% have indicated that they will skip this option. This
bodes very well for vendors in the space as there will be ample opportunity for growth.

9 Smaller companies are more likely to deploy hyperconverged infrastructure to replace
their entire datacenter environment. Larger companies are the likeliest to adopt
hyperconvergence asjust a part of their datacenter strategy.
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Reducing cost is the key benefit that companies look for in a hyperconverged
infrastructure adoption. Almost 60% of respondents identify this as their primary
driver. 51% want easier deployment and 469% want it to be easier to scale the
datacenter environment. These results align with the common wisdom that
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